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SUB J : POLISH GOVERNMENT RAISES PRICES OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

1 . ON MAY 29 THE POLISH PRESS REPORTED A COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS' RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE PRICE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN POLAND BY AN AVERAGE OF 25 
PERCENT. THE INCREASE BECAME EFFECTIVE ON SUNDAY, 

MAY 28. THE PRICES FOR LIQUORS WITH A HIGH ALCO- 
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HOLIC CONTENT SUCH AS VODKA AND SPIRITUS (A TYPE 
OF GRAIN ALCOHOL) WERE RAISED SUBSTANTIALLY 
(IN SOME CASES AS MUCH AS 50 PERCENT), AND PRICES 
OF BEER AND WINES WERE INCREASED BY TEN AND FIFTEEN 
PERCENT RESPECTIVELY. 

2. ACCORDING TO SUBSEQUENT ARTICLES IN TRYBUNA LUDU 
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AND OTHER NEWSPAPERS, THE GOVERNMENT MADE THE 
PRICE INCREASES IN RESPONSE TO COMPLAINTS BY "THE 
PEOPLE" REGARDING THE DELETERIOUS EFFECT OF ALCO- 
HOLIMS ON THE NATIONAL WELFARE. THE NEW MEASURE 
IS DESCRIBED AS MERELY THE MOST RECENT AND STRONGEST 
OF A NUMBER TO WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAS RESORTED 
IN ITS EFFORTS TO COMBAT ALCOHOLISM. THE PRESS 
ALSO COMMENTS THAT PRICE INCREASES WILL NOT 
ELIMINATE THE PROBLEM, BUT WILL AT LEAST REDUCE EX- 
CESSIVE PURCHASES OF INTOXICATING BEVERAGES "IN 
SOME CIRCLES". 

3. PRESS REPORTS ALSO PROVIDE SOME INTERESTING STATIS- 
TICS ON ALCOHOLIC CONSUMPTION IN POLAND. BETWEEN 
1974 AND 1977, CONSUMPTION INCREASED BY 32 PER- 
CENT, RISING 1.2 PERCENT FOR EVERY PERCENTAGE 
INCREASE IN NATIONAL WAGES. 

4. COMMENT: WE DO NOT EXPECT THESE INCREASES TO HAVE 
ANY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON ALCOHOLIC 
CONSUMPTION IN POLAND, JUST AS PRICE INCREASES 

FOR GASOLINE AND TAXI FARES A FEW MONTHS AGO HAVE 
HAD NO NOTICEABLE EFFECT ON THE USE OF 
PRIVATE CARS OR URBAN TRAFFIC DENSITY. PROBABLY 
THE MAJOR RESULT WILL BE A FURTHER REDUCTION IN 
CASH LIQUIDITY AND THE REAL INCOME OF THE AVERAGE 
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FAMILY. BEFORE MAY 28, ALCOHOL WAS RELATIVELY 
CHEAP IN POLAND,CERTAINLY MUCH 
CHEAPER THAN THE PRICES CHARGED IN NEIGHBORING 
SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES AND IN EAST GERMANY AND 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. END COMMENT. 

SCHAUFELE 
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